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October 21, 2010 

I write to you now after just leaving the National Conference on Philanthropic Planning (sponsored by PPP) in 
Orlando, Florida. Let me share with you the highlights of that three-day conference along with my excitement 
over the heartfelt desire to build intentional collaborative initiatives between the Partnership in Philanthropic 
Planning (PPP) and the International Association of Advisors Philanthropy (AiP).  

There were 700 attendees this year of which the vast majority was Planned Giving Professionals from non-profit 
organizations all across the country. AiP was represented well by yours truly, Natalia Kabbe, Heather Gee, Phil 
Cubeta, Sally Alspaugh, and Margaret May Damen. There were a few other independent for profit professional 
advisors in attendance and I must say, the collaborative and sharing attitude between the Planned Giving 
Professionals and the professional, independent advisors was very high! The content of the presentations and the 
quality of the speakers received high marks on my scorecard! Please look forward to meeting many of these 
Planned Giving Professionals at our conference in April 2011. Between me and the other AiP ambassadors, 
invitations were extended to nearly 100 people who were very

 
 interested in AiP and our mission. 

My previous letter to you in May, 2010 made reference to your boards’ commitment to mission and vision and 
our primary focus on the development of AiP chapters across the country. After our two-part virtual board retreat 
in May, and the commitment to this initiative, I am pleased to let you know we are making good progress. With 
the advice of exempt organization council, we are now nearing the completion of the AiP chapter affiliation 
agreement. We have eight chapters (in organization) around the country with expectations that the first two 
chapters will come into existence in the next 30-60 days. Those chapters are Orange County, California and St. 
Louis, Missouri.  Right behind them are Portland, Oregon - Chicago, Illinois -  and four other cities. I want to 
personally thank AiP member and leader Randy Ottinger for the fine work he and his committee (AiP Chapter 
Development Committee) have done over the past months. If you have a desire to create an AiP chapter in your 
local community, please contact Jackie Farnham or Randy Ottinger for more information. 
 
As we prepare for the Conference on Philanthropy 2011 in Chicago on April 27-29, I am pleased to inform you 
that your Conference Committee is in process of selecting speakers for our keynotes and breakout sessions. The 
list of nominees is impressive

Your board is planning for three separate virtual leadership retreats in November. The content will focus on AiP 
chapter development, membership, and technology resources for AiP (website, blog, social networking, etc.) The 
planned content is comprehensive and invigorating. Stay tuned for my next letter to you in January with our 
results. 

 and I encourage you to commit now to attending the Conference. It will be our best 
conference to date, as we fully expect to have at least 250 professionals in attendance. Mark your calendars now. 
Sign up information will come your way in December. 

As members of AiP, we are all ambassadors for our organization! For those of you who are not yet members of 
AiP, I look forward to having a one-on-one telephone conversation with you before year end.  I encourage you all 
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to call upon your like-minded colleagues and encourage them to get involved with AiP and attend the 2011 
Conference. We have already secured some National Sponsors for 2011 and are seeking several more right now. 
We have three sponsorship levels for this conference and we encourage you to step up as a sponsor with your own 
organization or seek out at least one outside sponsor for 2011. 
 
As proactive, professional advisors to clients on all matters philanthropic, I am excited about the current and 
future trends in giving. The Gates/Buffet challenge to several billionaires has brought a very positive response and 
we can bring this message to all of our philanthropic clients regardless of the size of their net worth. On October 
1, in Sacramento, California nearly 95 wealthy families answered the challenge to give out at least 10% of their 
net worth to charities. Please read more about the “Plan Your Giving” project, co-chaired by AiP member, Elfrena 
Foord, by going to the AiP Website, Consumer Resources tab, New and Articles tab. Other states in the west will 
follow including Washington where I reside. 
 
As we approach year-end and the opportunity to bring proactive advice and counsel to our clients for year-end 
giving, I encourage everyone to “step up” to the Gates/Buffett challenge and be the facilitator for your client to 
experience the joy of generosity in their philanthropic planning. 
See you all in Chicago in April 2011. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Alan W. Pratt, AiP President 

 

  

 


